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N THE RESIDENT JUDGES" COURT OF THE SOVEREIGN BASE AREAS OF
AKROTIRI AND DHEKELIA

T SITTING AT EPISKOPI

(DKL) Case No. 86 of 2013

Coram: The Hon. Mr Justice J J Teare, Presiding Senior Judge
‘The Hon. Mr Justice A i Collender G C, Senlor Judge
The Hon. Mr Justics R G Chapple, Senior-Judge

. The Chief Constable

V.

Mr Had}iconstantasi Senior Crown Counsal,
on behalf of the Attorney General for the Crown

Dr Clerides with Mr Toumbas for the Accused

14 May 2014
o JUDGMENT
The Hon. Mr ,!" ustice J J Teare ’

1. 1 dont need 1o go through this case in detall - it dates back to the 4% of April 2012
when this defendant was a detective officer and was involved in the investigatlon of a
series of offences; two Egyntians had baen abducted, one of them had been tledto a
tree, a grave had been dug ~ it was a dread!ul, dreadiul allegation.

2. On the 4™ of April the police were faced with these two Egyptian complainants who
. heeded an interpreter and also one, two, three or four Egyptian acoused, One of those
wasQEED 2nd ! think one should stand back and fook at the situation in the police



May. 16 2914 83:36aM py

b,
2

he gave at least waoiversions of the assault upen him — one, & fairly minor one but not
untit well over a month after the alleged attack upon him and one, a far mora setious

allegation, of this offig":er going round the deslg, grabbing him by the nack, holding him up
against the wall, digging his fingemails into his neck. Hg had the ORportunity 1o
complain, he dfdn’t,geither at the hospital iImmediately afterwards when he was Seen

about another matter or at any fime unt| the 9% of May.

3. The main prosecution witness, Mr D was the interpreter at the inferview
conducted by this défendant, He said that he witnessed this defendant leaning across

the desk and 'grabbiql'u_by the neck. He said that it was Not a serious matter,
that there were no injuries ang he adviseg ~ and this is important in my view @

- @ to say nothing; about it. He made no Notes either at the time or shortly afterwards
about this and also ithe statement that he gave on the o™ of May is to some measure
inconsistent as to the matters that were canvassed In the interview which he Interpreted.

4. The same criticlsms that can be made of this defendant about the fullness of the
interview notes eouild also be levelled  against Mr QI who signed the Record of
Interview as being accurate, | will not say that*wag Not superficlally an

accused assaulted,f even in a minor way, would say to that accusad “don't complain®
whan he had evary;;opportunit& to say at the hospita! — “here, ook at my throat, is there
an infury?". He did not. ' :

5. The Prosacutiorj relied entirely upon him as a witness of truth but also it means that
we have to say, effectively, that this officer lied throughout his evidence, We don't
believe that we could ever come anywhere near that. The butden of proof lying whero i




does and taking into account all the evidence we have firmly decided that this defendant
must be acquitted of this'charge and that he e not quilty.

8. We should say that we are very indebted to My Hadjiconstantas and Dogtor Clerides

as ever for their assistance in this case. What has become 2 prolonged legal battle has,
| hope, now been resolved. Thank you very much gentlemen,

Collender SJ: .t agree and have nothing to adg.

Chapple SJ; Simitarly.
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Presiding Senlor Judge
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